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President’s Message……. 

By now, people have settled into their “winter” address; let it be in greater Boone, or 
hopefully at a sunny warm environment.  Much has happened at the Temple since the 
High Holidays.  The feedback that the Board received was unanimous that the services 
conducted by Rabbi Roberts and the Temple choir lead by our own Arlene Solomon 
were extremely well received.  The fear of our parking dilemma since there was a home 
football game on Yom Kippur never materialized.  We had actually invited Dr. Peter 
Cohen to be a Torah reader, but due to his wife’s illness he had to decline.  A big thank 
you to all the Temple members who contributed to our Kol Nidre Appeal this year.  It 
was very successful, and I would like to thank all the contributors.  We do depend on 
donations to keep going.  In addition, the congregation can very proud of themselves, as 
we collected $2,000 for the Hunger Coalition along with tons and tons of food for them.  
Toda Rabah. 

We have been blessed with our own Hillel students leading a monthly Friday night ser-

vice, and a Shabbat dinner follows.  They are the next generation, and if you ever have a 

chance to attend one of their services, please do so. 

On December 19th we will be having our Temple Chanukah party.   This year, besides 

Rabbi Robert leading the service, we will have music, latkes, and Israeli dancing. 

A Temple Trivia night is planned for January, along with other activities during the 

winter. 

Elaine and I would like to wish you all a Happy and Pleasant New Year, wherever you 

may be residing  

Skip Rackmill TOHC President 
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If you're not a member of sisterhood and you would like to join  please call 
Lin Gentry at 828- 320-7273  or Erika Siegel at 828-783-8090. Please join 
us in 2015 as we learn about aromatherapy, hear from speakers, discuss a 
book, and many other fun activities.  

Lin Gentry & Erika Siegel          

Sisterhood Co Presidents  

Sisterhood News…... Happy Hanukkah from Sisterhood!  We have had a 
beautiful fall and are looking forward to a fun winter.  This fall, we met at the 
Lieberman Swinging Bridge farm and had a great lunch and tour from 
Chuck.  The joint meeting with brotherhood in October went really well.  We 
were able to hear from Dr. Simon Sibelman on three people from the Bible 
that we thought we knew, but didn't know the whole story on.  

We have also had a very informative and interesting speaker on osteoporosis 
and arthritis from a local P.A., Lynn Gilbert. 

On Dec 14, we'll have our annual Hanukkah gift swap party and potluck 
lunch.  We're also very excited to be able to help out at the Hospitality House 
on Christmas Day by serving lunch.  Please see Erika to find out how you can 
help with this worthwhile project.  We plan to have our own Petie Maguire 
speak about aromatherapy and help us make our own project in January.  Be 
sure to RSVP when you get the email reminder about that so that Petie brings 

Again, happy Hanukkah and happy new year to everyone! 



Rabbi Roberts Message…... 
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     The Caring Community  

 
The members of this committee are available to help our temple members in need. 
We will provide occasional rides to Friday night services, doctors appointments and will help 
ill members with grocery shopping and other errands. 
We will occasionally make shiva calls, hospital and home visits to those who are elderly or 
sick. 

Since we are only volunteers, we cannot provide these services on a regular basis but will pro-
vide referrals to community agencies in the area when needed. 

We will also make referrals for agencies that may be able to help you with a variety of other 
issues as well. 

We are here to help you. 
Please contact:  
Marla Gentile - befit51@aol.com 

I love Chanukah.  But not for the reasons most people 

would expect.  As a proud “Modern” Jew, this holiday and 

the changing meaning over time is one that I relate to.  I 

love the holiday for the way the rabbis 500 years after the 

events changed the emphasis of the holiday to keep it both 

relevant to the people and also to make sure that the Jewish 

people survived. 

Chanukah, at its core, marks a political revolution.  It is the 

first time in history that people revolted, successfully, for 

religious freedom.  In our earliest historical records about 

the holiday, the additional prayers we say in the Amidah 

(our central prayer), the language is clearly about political 

revolt and the few defeating the many.  Also, the books of 

the Maccabees (not found in Jewish sacred text – rather 

these books survive in Christian sacred text), known histori-

cal documents, document the political nature of the holiday. 

This was a positive and powerful emphasis for the Jewish 

people when we controlled our own land and were in con-

trol of our destiny.  However, this changed with the destruc-

tion of the 2nd Temple.  We lost control of our land.  The 

emphasis of the holiday kept encouraging revolutions and 

revolts with the end results that the Jews kept getting mas-

sacred.  It reach a point that we were removed from the land 

by the conquerors.  Revolution was getting us killed and 

threatened the existence of the Jewish people. 

The rabbis of the time then acted.  They changed the focus 

of the Hanukah from political into spiritual.  Five hundred 

years after the revolution we suddenly find a story appear-

ing in the Talmud about the miracle of the oil.  Five Hun-

dred Years later!  This miracle is neither referenced in the 

inserts of our sacred prayers nor is it referenced in historical 

documents. 

The rabbis were “modern” in their beliefs.  They understood 

that Judaism needed to be a living religion.  It needed to be 

relevant to those who observed it.  And it focus needed to 

be one that helped the Jewish people, not hurt them. Thus, 

the change from political to spiritual.  The emphasis on the 

miracle of the oil.  The emphasis on light in times of dark-

ness. 

As a “Modern” rabbi, I strive to follow the examples of my 

earlier colleagues of the Talmudic times.  Judaism is not a 

static religion – that is the lesson they provided so clearly 

regarding Chanukah. It is one of the key reasons I love this 

holiday.  Chanukah continues to remind me about the im-

portance of keeping Judaism relevant and connected to the 

people of our generation – as the rabbis of old did.  This is 

my key goal as spiritual leader of the Temple of the High 

Country. 

May each of us feel the spiritual light of Judaism this Cha-

nukah from political into spiritual.  Five hundred years after 

the revolution we suddenly find a story appearing in the 

Talmud about the miracle of the oil.  Five Hundred Years 

later!  This miracle is neither referenced in the inserts of our 

sacred prayers nor is it referenced in historical documents. 

May each of us feel the spiritual light of Judaism this    

Chanukah.  



Joys, Celebrations and Upcoming Events…. 

1 lb skinless chicken piece 

 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

3 tablespoons margarine, divided 

1/4 cup honey 

1/4 cup chopped pecans 

Recipe…. HONEY PECAN CHICKEN CUTLETS 
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Hebrew School 

The Hebrew School classes meet on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 4:30 to 

5:30 at Temple of the High Country.  Classes are taught by Chuck Lieberman, a 

member of our congregation.  

Sunday School 

The Sunday School meets once a month at the Temple of the High Coun-

try.       Rachel Shinnar, a professor in the Business School at ASU is the teach-

er.  Please contact her for details: 

Shinnarrs@appstate.edu 

The gift shop will be open before every Shabbat service. You can ask any sister-

hood member to assist you with purchasing candles, mezuzahs, jewelry, etc… 

***Do you have news you would like to share with other members - good news - a 

marriage, a grandchild, a trip, a job, recovery from illness - sad news - an illness, a 

death? Here is the place to do it. The news should be about your family, not anyone 

else's, unless they have specifically asked you to send it to the website. Email Erika 

Seigel at: erikasiegel07@yahoo.com  

Directions: 

1.Dredge the cutlets in flour, shaking off excess. 

2. Heat two tablespoons margarine in a heavy skillet over medium heat. 

3. Add the cutlets and brown on both sides, about 5-6 minutes. 

4. Stir together the remaining tablespoon margarine, honey and pecans. 

5. Add to the skillet, stir gently. 

6. Cover and simmer gently for 7-8 minutes. 

7. Remove cutlets to a serving platter, pour sauce over and serve. 

http://www.food.com/library/chicken-221
http://www.food.com/library/flour-64
http://www.food.com/library/margarine-421
http://www.food.com/library/honey-155
http://www.food.com/library/pecan-276


TOHC Mission 

Our mission is to be a 

spiritual, educational, 

and social home for our 

Jewish community and to 

enhance the lives of our 

congregants and commu-

nity at large. As we em-

brace our Jewish tradi-

tions, we are able to sup-

port one another through 

times of sadness and joy 

as well as further the 

Jewish vision of world-

wide justice and peace. 

Shabbat Services Schedule for December & January: 

Fri. Dec. 19th Service at 6pm - Led by Rabbi Roberts  
Chanukah Party/Latke Dinner at 7pm 

Sat. Dec. 20th at 10:30am - Led by Rabbi Roberts - Potluck Lunch to 
follow 

Sat. December 27th at 10:30am 

Fri. Jan. 2nd at 7pm 

Sat. Jan. 10th at 10:30am 

Fri. Jan. 16th at 7pm - led by Rabbi Roberts 

Sat. Jan. 17th at 10:30am - led by Rabbi Roberts 

Sat. Jan. 24th at 10:30am 

Fri. Jan. 30th at 7pm 

 

 

Winter Shabbat Service Schedule 2014-2015 
For December through March 

 
• 1st, 3rd and 5th Weekends of the Month, Service will be Held Friday Nights at 

7pm.  

If it is a Hillel lead service,  then the service starts at 6:00 pm 

• 2nd and 4th Weekends of the Month, Service will be Held Saturday Mornings at 

10:30am  
 

Friday December 5th at 6 pm-Hillel Service  
Saturday December 13th at 10:30 

Friday December 19th at 6pm-Rabbi Roberts and Chanukah Party  
Saturday December 20th at 10:30am-Rabbi Roberts 

Saturday December 27th at 10:30 

 

 

Temple of the High Country  
Po Box 2895 

1043 King Street 
Boone, NC 28607 

(828)266-9777 
www.TempleoftheHighCountry.org 


